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A]ST INTEBESTING HISTOBICAL LETTEE. 

The original of the letter which we give in fac-simile is 
in the " Buchanan Papers" of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. This valuable collection, largely composed 
of the correspondence of the Hon. James Buchanan, of 
Pennsylvania, was presented by his nieces, the daughters 
of the late Kev. Edward Y. Buchanan, DJD. The letter is 
in the handwriting of Jefferson Davis, and in the collection 
of autographs which endorse his recommendation will be 
recognized many of those who were conspicuous as his 
councillors in the days of the Southern Confederacy. 

Washington D. C. 
Dec. 16. 1857 

Hon. Jno. B. Floyd 

Sec. of War. 

Sir, it gives me pleasure to present to your favorable consideration the 
name of John Eogers Meigs, for the appointment of cadet "at large." 

He is the son of Capt. M. C. Meigs of the Army and therefore belongs 
to that class not eligible for an appointment from a Congressional Dis- 
trict. The young gentleman possesses high mental and physical quali- 
fications for the military service, exhibits a fondness for scientific pursuits 
and gives promise of a career worthy of his illustrious Grand Father 
Commodore Eogers, and his distinguished and useful Father Capt. 
Meigs. 

I am sure his appointment would give much satisfaction to the large 
number of the friends and admirers of Capt. Meigs, &■ to none more 
than to your friend & obt sevt. 

Jeffer. Davis. 

I cordially concur with Col Davis in the above recommendation. 

S. A. Douglas. 
I also concur very cordially in the above. 

E. M. T. Hunter. 
I also cordially concur in the above. 

Wm. M. Gwin. 
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The undersigned cheerfully concur in the foregoing recommendation. 

Alfeed Iversok, 
J. A. Bayard, 
A. G. Bkow^, 
Wm. Bigler, 
Z. Chandler, 
Chas E. H. Stewart, 
J. M. Mason, 
John Slidell, 
J. P. Benjamin. 

John Kogers Meigs, a son of Montgomery 0. Meigs, of 
Pennsylvania, Quartermaster-General U. S. A., was ap- 
pointed by President Buchanan a cadet-at-large to the Mili- 
tary Academy at "West Point, September 7, 1859, from 
which he graduated June 11, 1863, number one in his class. 
He was appointed first lieutenant of Engineers, and for 
gallant and meritorious conduct at the battle of Fisher's 
Creek, in Virginia, was promoted brevet major, September 
22, 1864. He was killed by guerillas, near Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, October 3, 1864, when in the twenty-second year 
of his age. His remains were buried at Oak Hill Cemetery, 
near Washington D. C, President Lincoln, Secretary of War 
Stanton, Secretary of State Seward, General Halleck, and 
other prominent officials being present. 

Secretary of War Stanton made the following official 
announcement of his death : 

Washington, Oefc. 7. 1864. 
A despatch from . . . reports an officer of General Sheridan's staff 
just arrived. General Sheridan was still at Harrisonburg. His supply 
trains were going on all right, occasionally interrupted by guerilla par- 
ties, the only force on the road. This officer brought in the remains of 
Lieutenant John Rogers Meigs, of the Engineer Corps, and son of 
Brev't Major General Meigs, Quartermaster General, who was killed by 
bushwhackers on Monday last, while making a military survey. In the 
death of this gallant officer the Department has occasion to deplore no 
ordinary loss. Last year he graduated at the Military Academy, West 
Point, with the highest honors, at the head of his class, was commis- 
sioned as a lieutenant of engineers, and immediately sent into the field. 
He performed meritorious and dangerous services during the last year on 
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the fortifications at Baltimore, at Harper's Ferry, and at Cumberland, 
and was made chief engineer in the Army of the Shenandoah. In the 
campaigns he accompanied the army under Sigel, Hunter and Sheridan. 
In every position he gave proof of great professional skill, personal 
courage, and devoted patriotism. One of the youngest and brightest 
ornaments of the military profession, he has fallen an early victim to 
murderous rebel warfare. ... 

Edwin M. Stanton. 

Secretary of War. 

General P. H. Sheridan, in his " Personal Memoirs/' writes 
of Lieutenant Meigs,— 

At Harper's Ferry sent for Lieut. J. E. Meigs, the Chief Engineer 
officer of the command, to study with him the map of my geographical 
division. ... Meigs was familiar with every important road and stream, 
and with all points worthy of note west of the Blue Ridge. He was 
killed by guerillas October 3, 1864. The fact that the murder had been 
committed inside our lines was evidence that the perpetrators of the 
crime having their houses in the vicinity, had been clandestinely residing 
there, and secretly harbored by some of the neighboring residents. 

Determining to teach a lesson to these abettors of the foul deed — a 
lesson they would never forget — I ordered all the houses within an area 
of five miles to be burned. 



